268                        WULLENWEBER.

weeks and three days from the receipt of this docu-
ment the town of Liibeck had abolished all democra-
tic innovations and reinstated in the government
Nicholas Bromse and other councillors banished
together with him, the town would be declared under
the imperial ban.

With Jesuitical astuteness not a word was breathed
regarding Church reforms, but it was fully understood
that a blow was aimed at the Lutheran creed quite
as much as at Jiirgen Wullenweber and the demo-
cratic party.

A Hanseatic Diet was sitting at Ltibeck when this
decree arrived. A committee was at once chosen to
discuss the acceptance of the imperial mandate. It
decided that obedience must be tendered to the
dictates of the imperial council. In consequence the
democratic party resigned power, and Wullenweber,
who understood well that the whole was chiefly aimed
at him, saw that there remained nothing for him to do
but follow his party.

After delivering before the Diet a speech of great
dignity marked by unusual moderation, in which he
said if it were the will of God and were adjudged for
the common weal that he should retire, he should
certainly not refuse, he laid down in August, 1535,
the office he had filled with such zeal and patriotic
ambition.

It is characteristic of popular gratitude that when
he returned from the guildhall, after completing the
deed of renunciation, he was followed by a crowd thr.t
hissed and hooted him. This people of shopkeepers
turned upon the man who was their true friend